10 June 2020

Re: 515 Bachman Ave.

To whom it may concern,

The house at 515 Bachman Ave. was, to the best of our knowledge, constructed in 1917, although
available resources listing residents, etc. shows residency in 1934. Prior to the Covid-19 Quarantine,
some research at the Town Library was completed by the Owner. Access to the Sanborn Maps show
that the house footprint was much simpler originally, and that the detached garage has always been
part of the property. The planning department confirms that the property was not part of the Anne
Bloomfield survey, suggesting it may not have been considered relevant at the time. Additional
research from the Owner prior to the library’s closure show that the property has had several different
owners — each staying between 2 and 10 years (Mueller, Harding, Walker, Thompson, Price, Heding,
Hook, Harding, etc.) No persons of interest have owned or lived in the home, nor has the property ever
had an historic event take place at it.

The house appears to be a hybrid of styles; it has some Craftsman and Prairie details, with a form that
leans heavily lean towards the (Coastal) Bungalow style; a style that was prevalent at the time that this
house was constructed. Based on that assumption, we do not believe that the pedimented entry form is
original to the home, as a pediment is the signature of a Georgian, Federal or Classical Revival Style. It is
our belief that the front face and roofline of this home was manipulated — though, we do not have
record of a permit. The build-up crown of the pediment and faux pilasters is also inconsistent with the
trim details on the rest of the house and garage ~ it is far fussier than the simpler casing elsewhere.
Further evidence that the fagade of the home has been altered is the siding pattern, it does not match
the older siding on the un-renovated garage, which is clad in a more typical profile of horizontal wood
siding boards. Beyond the fagade, there is nothing left of the home's original character; the remaining
three elevations have been dramatically changed, and new window fenestrations have been carved out
everywhere. We have provided a diagram in both plan & elevation view outlining the many
renovations, as well as any known associated permit numbers.

The renovations of this house have resulted in a choppy layout that is not conducive to our current
lifestyle. The mix-matched details with the siding and trim also suggest that although the front facing
windows may be original, the home has been modified further than the myriad of permits on file
indicate. As this home is not formally in a historical neighborhood and has had substantial renovations,
we believe it may be de-listed, and rebuilt. We respectfully request that 515 Bachman be removed from
the list of “historical homes”.

Warm Regards,

Bess Wiersema, studio3 design
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